
The AAWV is a non-profi t (501(c)-06) organization, and our 
members work as free-ranging wildlife veterinary practitioners, 
pathologists, researchers, and policy makers for natural resource 
agencies, academic institutions, non-profi t organizations, indus-
try, and tribal nations.  The AAWV is recognized by the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, holds a seat on the United States 
Animal Health Association’s Board of Directors, and comprises the 
Wildlife Veterinarian Section of the Wildlife Disease Association.

The administrative body of the AAWV is the Board of Governors 
which consists of the president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, 
and immediate past president.  The Advisory Council is the con-
sulting group for the Board of Governors and consists of experts 
in the fi eld selected to serve by the president.

American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians

For more information on joining the AAWV please visit our Web site:
www.aawv.net
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 History of the Association

The basis for common interest in forming the American
Association of Wildlife Veterinarians (AAWV) was the many 
challenges faced by veterinarians working with free-ranging 
wildlife.  In May 1978, Dr. Albert Franzmann placed a letter in the 
Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association requesting 
response from persons interested in forming an association of vet-
erinarians with an emphasis on free-ranging wildlife populations.

The response was excellent, and an organizing group met during 
the American Veterinary Medical Association meeting in Seattle, 
Washington, in July of 1979.  The objectives of the AAWV were 
established by the organizing group and refl ected their common 
interests and concerns.
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Interests and Activities

Supporting Wildlife Management and Conservation

Wildlife and Ecosystem Health Monitoring

Scientifi c Research

Wildlife Health Policy

Continuing Education for Wildlife Veterinarians

AAWV Affi  liated Veterinary Student Chapters

Clinical Wildlife Medicine

Tom Thorne and Beth Williams Memorial Fund
awarded in acknowledgement of exemplary contribution to wildlife health research

Objectives

To educate and gain rapport with governmental agencies 
and wildlife resource interest groups concerning the importance 
of wildlife disease control and prevention in relation to wildlife and 
domestic animals.

To educate and inform governmental agencies and wildlife resource 
interest groups of support and educational services that may be 
provided by wildlife veterinarians.

To promote and encourage the utilization of veterinarians 
in the fi elds of wildlife management, conservation and 
research.

To encourage recognition that disease syndromes 
in their broadest sense are potentially infl uenced 
by habitat degradation, loss, pollution, and other 
forms of alteration.
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Objectives Member Benefi ts

To enhance the contribution of veterinary medicine to the welfare 
of wildlife resources.

To encourage and promote a philosophy of animal 
population management and preventive medicine 

as it relates to free-ranging wildlife.

To encourage an increased emphasis in colleges 
of veterinary medicine relative to management 
and preventive medicine of free-ranging wildlife.

To encourage cooperative eff orts among resource 
management professionals and wildlife veterinarians.

To stress the importance of the interrelationships among human, 
domestic animal, and wildlife health.

To help establish and work for continuing education programs 
for wildlife veterinarians.

Quarterly newsletter with information on:
issues in wildlife health

disease updates
employment and educational opportunities

Networking with wildlife health professionals

A voice in guiding policies on wildlife 
health, management and conservation

Continuing veterinary education

Helping to promote wildlife and ecosystem health

(2,1)  -2- aawv_print.indd 3/20/08 8:48:47 PM(2,1)  -2- aawv_print.indd 3/20/08 8:48:47 PM


