American Association of Zoo Veterinarians
Committee on Wildlife Health and Conservation (CWHC)

Minutes of the First Meeting

7 a.m.

 20 October 2005

Omaha, Nebraska
In attendance:  See separate list.
Dr. Jonathan Sleeman explained that as Vice-President of the American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians (AAWV) he has been appointed as chair of this committee.  An American Association of Zoo Veterinarians (AAZV) member will be appointed as co-chair; suggested candidates have been forwarded to Dr. Michele Miller, President of the AAZV for her consideration and approval.  Dr. Sleeman reviewed and explained the mission of the committee and then opened a discussion on the charge of the committee to the floor.  The following ideas on linking AAWV and AAZV and the charge of the committee were suggested:

1) It was suggested that members of AAZV should be strongly encouraged to join AAWV and vice versa.  Dr. Rob Hilsenroth stated that he would explore the possibility of including an AAWV membership sign-up notice as part of the AAZV membership reminder letter as well as the possibility of AAZV collecting these dues and forwarding them to the AAWV (Action Item).  However, this would rely with Allen Press since they manage AAZV membership.  Dr. Hilsenroth also mentioned that he would share the AAZV membership list with the AAWV so that the AAWV could solicit AAZV members for AAWV membership (Action Item).
2) It was suggested that this committee facilitate education opportunities for veterinary students in areas that bridge zoo and wildlife medicine.  However, concern was expressed that this was the responsibility of the AAZV and ACZM Education Committees.  Dr. Sleeman agreed to follow up with the chairs of both committees (Action Item).  Dr. Lauren Baeten agreed to put together a PowerPoint presentation on educational opportunities for veterinary students interested in wildlife medicine that could be distributed to veterinary schools and interested students (Action Item).  Dr. Dave Jessup may have some slides that could be shared.
3) There appeared to be a consensus that this committee should organize joint AAWV and AAZV sessions at both forthcoming AAZV and WDA conferences.  Drs. Sleeman and Scott Larsen agreed to work with the AAZV President elect regarding an appropriate session at the 2006 AAZV conference, including a presentation specifically discussing the mission of AAWV and how wildlife and zoo veterinarians can be brought together (Action Item).  Dr. Scott Larsen agreed to put together this presentation (Action Item).  Dr. Mark Drew offered to approach Dr. Ed Addison regarding a joint AAWV/AAZV session at the WDA meeting in 2006 (Action Item).  If this was not possible, Dr. Lauren Baeten offered to explore the possibility in 2007 as the WDA meeting will mostly likely be in Colorado that year (Action Item).  There was also a discussion regarding liaison with The Wildlife Society (TWS) and the Society for Conservation biology (SCB).  Dr. Kirsten Gilardi mentioned that AAWV and WDA have proposed a joint session at the TWS meeting in 2006.  It was suggested that this committee could assist the SCB and TWS with identifying editors and reviewers for wildlife disease related articles that are submitted to their respective journals.
4) It was agreed that there should be prominent links to the AAZV Web site from the AAWV Web site and vice versa.  Dr. Sleeman agreed to contact the respective webmasters (Drs. Tom Curro and Colin Gillin) to explore the feasibility of this (Action Item).  Dr. Larsen agreed to write a brief statement/PowerPoint that would explain the linkage between the two organizations (Action Item).
5) It was agreed that this committee should be active in monitoring and responding to mutual disease threats to both captive and free-living wildlife.  It was decided that the AAWV representative on the AAZV Infectious Diseases Committee should keep this committee informed regarding infectious disease issues such as avian influenza.
Meeting was adjourned at 8.05 am

