Committee on Wildlife Health and Conservation Annual Report

August, 2006

Joint Scientific Sessions

The main activities of this committee have been to organize joint American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians (AAWV) and American Association of Zoo Veterinarians (AAZV) scientific sessions at two international wildlife health conferences.  Firstly, the AAWV held a joint session with the AAZV at the International Wildlife Diseases Association (WDA) Annual meeting at the University of Connecticut, Storrs during 6-11 August, 2006.  The session was entitled “Advancing Global Health: Linking Captive and Free-Ranging Wildlife Health” and was moderated by Dr. Jonathan Sleeman.  This session was well attended, and we received many positive comments.
The AAWV will also chair a scientific session at the American Association of Zoo Veterinarians Annual Meeting at Tampa, Florida during 20-24 September, 2006.  The session is entitled “Wildlife Health and Conservation” and is named after this new joint committee.  Drs. Scott Larsen and Steve Monfort will serve as co-chairs for this session, and they have been working with Dr. Ed Ramsay.  In addition, Dr. Larsen will give a presentation during this session entitled “The Definition of a Wildlife Veterinarian: History, Semantics, Philosophies, and Cultures of AAWV and AAZV” that “will discuss the mission of AAWV and put it in the context of its relationship with AAZV.”  It will also highlight the similarities, differences, and overlap between the two organizations and their members.  It will challenge audience members to consider how they label themselves and their colleagues, as well as their role in wildlife health and conservation.
Questionnaire Survey of Wildlife Biologists

After the AAZV Mid-Year Board Meeting, the CWHC was charged with determining what field biologists believe are important contributions AAZV can make to field conservation.  To answer this question, a short questionnaire was emailed to wildlife biologists.  In summary, the surveyed biologists perceive veterinarians in general as lacking the skills, knowledge and experience to contribute to field conservation, and are generally not available to assist.  However, they do see the value of veterinary contributions to wildlife restraint and anesthesia, research, diagnostic services, disease surveillance and animal welfare.  However, the respondents did not perceive a useful role for veterinarians in conservation policy.  Zoo veterinarians seemed to be particularly under-utilized as 83% of respondents had never utilized the assistance of a zoo veterinarian.  Recommendations from this study include the need for both AAWV and AAZV to increase outreach to the wildlife management and conservation communities.  This could be achieved by AAZV and AAWV inviting the President of The Wildlife Society (TWS) or Society for Conservation Biology (SCB) to speak at an annual meeting as well as AAZV/AAWV leadership attending and speaking at the annual meetings of the TWS and SCB.  The AAWV is considering inviting the President of TWS to be the Cutting Edge Speaker at the AAZV/AAWV Conference in Knoxville, 2007.  The specific role of the CWHC could be a way to connect zoo veterinarians with field conservation projects that have a veterinary need.
Government and Non-Governmental Organization Interaction

We received a request from a group of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to help set up a professional review board to review some government agencies animal handling/anesthesia protocols and standard operating procedures as well as assist with a Freedom of Information Act request.  The chair of this committee was concerned about seeming to take sides in a government and NGO dispute, and we declined to participate.  However, this did generate some discussion regarding how this committee could promote veterinary involvement in field conservation projects, and as mentioned above it was decided that this committee could act as a way for veterinarians and field projects to connect, but unless specifically requested by all relevant parties, then we would not participate in this type of problem or dispute.  There was some additional discussion regarding how this committee should, or should not, become involved in these types of interactions or help resolve conflicts, and it was decided to include this topic as an agenda item for the forthcoming committee meeting.
Cooperation with AAZV and ACZM Education Committees
Contact was made with the chairs of the AAZV and American College of Zoological Medicine (ACZM) Education Committees to determine how this committee could assist in their respective educational efforts, especially as two of the objectives for this committee relate to education; i.e., “to encourage increased emphasis on health of free-ranging species and the ecosystems on which they depend in colleges of veterinary medicine; and to help provide continuing education programs for wildlife veterinarians.” Some good ideas such as offering a joint AAZV/AAWV student membership fee, or offering a discount on both membership fees for students that join both organizations emerged from the discussion.  Again, this has been added as an agenda item for the forthcoming committee meeting.
Agenda for 2006 Committee Meeting

The agenda is below.  It is the recommendation of the chair of this committee that in the next 12 months we identify specific activities for this committee.  The objectives as currently written are very broad and extensive, and it is the opinion of this chair that this committee would benefit from focusing on some core activities.

Respectfully submitted,

Jonathan Sleeman

R. Scott Larsen
American Association and Wildlife Veterinarians and American Association of Zoo Veterinarians

Committee on Wildlife Health and Conservation

COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA

23 September, 2006

7 – 8.30 pm

Tampa, Florida

1. Introductions and committee chair’s report.

2. Results of questionnaire survey of wildlife biologists.

3. National Fish and Wildlife Health Initiative

4. Role of this committee in:



a)
Assisting AAZV and ACZM education committees


b)
Encouraging student membership of AAZV and AAWV


c)
Connecting veterinarians with field conservation projects.
5. New business

6. Adjourn

