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American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians

Annual Business Meeting

August 8, 2006

University of Connecticut, Storrs

MEETING MINUTES

I.  Welcome; Introductions

The 2006 annual business meeting of the American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians (AAWV) commenced at 5:06 pm. Approximately 50 AAWV members attended the business meeting, including President Kirsten Gilardi, Vice-President Jonathan Sleeman, and Treasurer Colin Gillin. Rick Gerhold took meeting minutes for Secretary Mark Cunningham, who was unable to attend the meeting. Gilardi started the meeting with a few quick announcements, and introduced officers and members of the council.  

II.  Approval of 2005 Business Meeting Minutes

Gilardi reminded members that minutes of the 2005 business meeting were published in the Fall 2005 AAWV newsletter, as well as sent via email to members the week before this meeting.  A motion was made by Jim Sikarskie to accept the 2005 minutes, and the motion was seconded by Helen Schwantje.  There was no discussion, and all members voted in favor of the motion. 

III. Secretary's Report

Rick Gerhold delivered the Secretary’s Report:  currently, there are 226 members who have paid their 2006 dues; 184 members are active, 33 are students, and nine (9) are subscribing members.   The Secretary's Report contained a frequency histogram demonstrating AAWV membership from 2000-2006.  Additionally, it was noted that since August 2005, the AAWV Secretary has distributed 20 vacant position announcements to members via email.  A motion was made by Jim Sikarskie to accept the 2005 Secretary’s Report and the motion was seconded by Dr. Dave Jessup; there was no discussion, and all members voted in favor of the motion. 

IV. Treasurer's Report

Colin Gillin delivered the Treasurer’s report (see attached).  Gillin pointed out that present revenues from 2006 membership dues covered total costs of newsletter production, and that expenses were very minor this past year.  Additionally, Colin stated that the AAWV is currently holding $5,950.00 for the Tom Thorne- Beth Williams Memorial Award fund.  The Tom Thorne- Beth Williams Memorial Award fund committee is raising money to endow this award and it is a joint effort of the AAWV and the Wildlife Disease Association.  Dave Jessup serves as an AAWV-representative on this committee and is the committee chairperson.  Jessup stated that the goal is to raise approximately $60-70,000 for an endowment, which will be used to support the Memorial Award, which will be presented in acknowledgement of either an exemplary contribution or achievement combining wildlife disease research with wildlife management policy implementation or elucidating particularly significant problems in wildlife health. A motion was made by Jim Sikarskie to accept the 2006 Treasurer’s report and the motion was seconded by Helen Schwantje; there was no discussion, and all members voted in favor of the motion. 

V. President's Report

Gilardi summarized the 2006 President’s Report, which was distributed to members in September:  

1) Jordan Mencher took over as AAWV newsletter editor from Joe Gaydos last fall and he has put out three newsletters so far.  Gilardi also reminded members that the newsletter is posted on the member’s only section of the AAWV website.  

2) Several committee appointments occurred this year.  The AAWV and AAZV jointly nominated Scott Larsen to represent the organizations on the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) Committee on Environmental Issues.  Larsen replaces Paul Barrows who served as our appointee for six years. Ted Mashima was nominated to serve on the AVMA’s Animal Welfare Advisory Committee.  Dave Jessup noted that Tim Reichard also serves the AAWV on a separate AVMA Animal Welfare Committee.  Reichard is the AAWV/AAZV representative for that committee.  Terry Norton was appointed to serve as the AAWV representative on the Journal of Zoo and Wildlife Medicine editorial board. Kimberlee Beckmen is co-chairing a session at The Wildlife Society meeting in September in Anchorage that AAWV is co-sponsoring with WDA.  The session covers wildlife diseases and impacts to wildlife populations.  The AAWV is sponsoring the Cutting Edge speaker for the 2006 AAWV/WDA meeting, and the AAWV and AAZV are co-sponsoring a session at the 2006 WDA/AAWV meeting. 

3) AAWV officially endorsed the AAZV's Guidelines for Euthanasia of Non-Domestic Animals.  The AAWV submitted a letter to AVMA stating AAWV’s concern over H.R. 3442 (see AAWV Winter 2006 newsletter).  The bill as written does not take into account the legitimate uses of leg hold traps in wildlife management and disease monitoring.  AAWV suggested that AVMA not endorse bill 3442 as written, and as a consequence, the AVMA Legislative Advisory Committee recommended to the AVMA Board of Governors that the AVMA reconsider its support of this bill.

4) A membership survey was performed and results are discussed below.

5) The National Fish & Wildlife Health Initiative is currently accepting comments and AAWV is currently drafting comments on the initiative.

6) An addendum to the President's Report sent out last week outlined Jonathan Sleeman’s summary of AAWV officer and council members' comments regarding wild animals as pets. The addendum was available for members to review.  Dave Jessup commented on the AVMA and public health professionals' views on wildlife as pets

7) The AAWV’s website, edited by Colin Gillin, is regularly updated and has a variety of national and international news, editorials, policy, job placement and articles informing and supporting the membership.

A motion was made by Dr. Jonna Mazet to accept the 2006 President’s report and it was seconded by Dr. Joanne Paul-Murphy, there was no discussion, and all were in favor. 

VI. Old business
The 2006 AAWV Membership Survey was distributed in the Winter 2006 newsletter.  It went out to 258 members and 58 surveys have been returned for a return rate of 22%. Gilardi presented a DRAFT Membership Survey Report, and went through survey results question by question.  The final results of the survey will be printed in a future newsletter.  Gilardi highlighted several points about survey results. Most respondents work on free-ranging animals, their work is diverse, and respondents perform a large number of different activities.  Respondents also belong to  many other professional organizations, so the AAWV needs to make sure that it does not duplicate efforts of other wildlife/exotic animal organizations.  Approximately 50% of respondents preferred an electronic version of the newsletter, whereas the other 50% preferred a paper version. 

Given the information on the survey, Gilardi proposed that the AAWV write a strategic plan based on survey results.  She proposed to establish two ad hoc committees to work on policy and communicatons strategies.  The committees would work with the AAWV Advisory Council and Officers to incorporate their reports into the strategic plan.  The goal is to have a strategic plan to present at the 2007 AAWV business meeting.

Sonia Hernandez-Divers asked if the survey could be left open on the AAWV website until the strategic plan was drafted.  Colin Gillin asked how many of the 258 members received the survey; however, that information was not known.  Anneke Moresco suggested that new members take the survey when they join and Scott Larsen suggested that the survey be placed on the renewal form.  

Dave Jessup suggested that the AAWV have a list of member’s e-mail addresses available on the website. Colin Gillin suggested that this be in PDF format to protect e-mail accounts from viruses.  Gilardi suggested that we produce a Member Directory to be included in a future newsletter. Paul Barrows noted that under Item 8 of the survey, that the AAWV's position with the AVMA should be properly noted as a seat in the House of Delegates.  

Lisa Shender, Sonia Hernandez-Divers, and Anneke Moresco volunteered to serve on the communications strategy committee. Paul Barrows and Dave Jessup commended the AAWV President? for conducting the survey. 

VII.  New Business

The Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA)'s National Fish & Wildlife Health Initiative is in its planning stages and the AAWV has been invited to participate in the August 23 2006 comment meeting for NGOs to discuss the imitative.  Gilardi prepared a draft letter representing AAWV member’s comments on the Initiative.  There was discussion regarding the Initiative's use of language that excludes references to veterinarians and veterinary medicine. Jim Sikarskie stated that he felt that a lot of non-veterinarians have a great deal of knowledge of wildlife diseases, but that the lack of reference to veterinarians in the document was of concern.  Carol Meteyer commented that perhaps the AAWV should suggest to AFWA that it incorporate veterinarians into the wildlife health team. 

Paul Barrows made a motion that the AAWV give additional $2,000 to the Tom Thorne - Beth Williams Memorial Award Fund.  The motion was seconded by Kimberlee Beckmen, there was no discussion, and all members voted in favor of the motion.  

Jonathan Sleeman announced that the AAWV and AAZV would be sponsoring a session jointly at the upcoming AAZV meeting in Tampa, Florida in September. Scott Larsen and Sleeman co-chair the AAZV Committee on Wildlife Health and Conservation (CWHC). Sleeman discussed results of a survey that the CWHC sent to wildlife biologists regarding their experience with wildlife veterinarians.  Overall, wildlife biologists had a positive experience working with wildlife veterinarians.  The survey also asked what veterinarians could do to further assists biologists.  Sleeman said he would be willing to discuss the results with any members who are interested, and also solicited comments from the membership regarding AAWV’s MOA with AAZV.  Gilardi also noted that the AAWV has been invited to meet with the AAZV in Knoxville, TN in October 2007.  The main AAWV business meeting will occur there, but an informal AAWV meeting can also occur at the WDA meeting in Estes Park, Colorado. 

Gilardi reminded members that elections for AAWV officers will occur next summer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:16 pm.

�Didn’t we vote to endorse this letter as amended?





