September 23, 2005

American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians (AAWV) Presidents Report for 2004-05 

Dear AAWV members,

It’s been a very busy year.  Here are some of the highlights and more noteworthy issues and events:

>     Shortly after our (AAZV, WDA and AAWV) joint August meeting in San Diego votes by the membership concerning merger with American Association of Zoo Veterinarians (AAZV) were counted.  Results were 61% in favor, 39 % against.  The AAWV Constitution and Bylaws require a 2/3 vote of the membership to make changes of the nature required by the proposed merger, thus the proposed merger was not accepted.  A memorandum of agreement (MOA) that could foster cooperation and collaboration between AAWV and AAZV, while retaining organizational independence and autonomy, is now under consideration.  Nothing in this MOA alters AAWV’s relationship with and commitment to Wildlife Disease Association (WDA). 

>    AAWV is now posting all wildlife/zoological veterinary jobs we know about on the AAWV website and our Secretary Dr. Kristin Mansfield has been directly e-mailing all paid up members with that information.  We hope this service will help members looking for job opportunities and also encourage you to keep memberships current (does this mean you ?). 

>   The AAWV Constitution and Bylaws had become dated and did not reflect a number of changes voted by the membership in previous years.  Recommendations for changes and additions were reviewed and approved by the AAWV Board of Governors, were placed before the membership for review and comment, and are now out for a vote of the membership.  Elections for new officers are also being held in the format passed by the membership in 2004.  Results of both elections and constitutional reform will be known by the time of our annual meeting October 18, 2005.  

>   AAWV continued to be active in the affairs of the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA).  AAZV and AAWV have jointly appointed representatives on AVMA’s Animal Welfare (Dr. Tim Reichard) and Environmental Issues (CEI) (Dr. Paul Barrows) committees and both were quite active.  I also sit on the CEI representing veterinary ecologists.  Committees faced reorganization or termination, letters were written explaining AAWV’s views on that, and I am pleased that both committees have emerged intact and with AAWV well represented.  
>   AAWV had a number of  letters to the editor published in Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association (JAVMA) on feral cats and wildlife and was instrumental in helping to form new AVMA policy on feral and abandoned cats.  We asked that AVMA support the Great Cats and Rare Canids Act.  We provided a letter to the editor that was published in JAVMA in support of training and employment of veterinarians in public health and response to emerging diseases and reminded our peers that wildlife veterinarians are central to this work.  
>   AAWV has a seat on the Executive Board of the United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) and is well represented on their Wildlife Diseases Committee (co-chaired by Drs. John Fischer and Steve Schmitt).  Reports and updates on the activities of these committees can be found in the AAWV newsletter and are the subject of e-mail discussions among members.  Recently we had a fairly widely disseminated e-mail dialog with the leadership of USAHA regarding a “National Wildlife Health Initiative” that they will be presenting in November 2005 at their meeting in Hershey, PA.  It got a bit heated in spots, but I think AAWV will be able to influence and help shape any national policy that develops out of this.  The International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (IAFWA) have endorsed the development of such a plan under their leadership.
>   AAWV is co-sponsoring a session with the USGS/BRD National Wildlife Health Center on “Wildlife Diseases of Importance to Wildlife Management” at the September 26-30 meetings of The Wildlife Society in Madison, WI. USA.  During these meetings discussions regarding the formation of a “Wildlife Disease Working Group” within TWS will occur and we will be represented.     

>    You should have received 4 editions of the AAWV newsletter, edited by Dr. Joe Gaydos.  The next edition is due out in October 2005 and it will have election results and other pertinent news.

>    The AAWV’s website, edited by Dr. Colin Gillin, is regularly updated and has a variety of national and international news, editorials, policy, job placement and articles informing and encouraging the membership.   

>   AAWV’s Constitution and Bylaws and IRS status require an annual meeting.  As WDA met outside the USA in 2005, AAWV will have its annual meeting in October in Omaha in conjunction with the AAZV.  AAWV continues its tradition of supporting a cutting edge speaker, and the speaker for 2005 will be Dr. Michael T. Osterholm, Director of the Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota and a former advisor to Tommy Thompson who will speak about highly pathogenic Avian Influenza and threats to human and animal health and global stability.  

>    Wow, has wildlife and wildlife health been in the NEWS or what ??  Avian influenza is on everyone’s mind, maybe second only to Iraq and hurricane Katrina.  Evidence now exists that it can and does infect wild migratory fowl but the importance of this source of amplification and dissemination versus poultry operations is unclear.  OEI is stating that surveillance and response at the level of poultry operations is many times more effective that vaccination in protecting humans. 

>    Chronic Wasting Disease seems to be on a roll with New York and West Virginia now added to states affected.  Questions about whether CWD can be controlled, if it should be controlled are being asked.  Of course the connections with captive cervids and interstate transport of cervids remain very hot issues.

>  TB in Michigan is proving difficult to manage and Minnesota now has it in cattle. Brucellosis in the Greater Yellowstone area continues to be controversial and in the national news.  New York Times recently featured an article on the problems with domestic sheep grazing in the Sierra Nevada and conflicts with ESA listed bighorn.  

Finally I want to report that AAWV took the lead in helping to establish a fund and award named for Tom Thorne and Beth Williams.  WDA and AAWV have formed a joint committee which I currently chair.  We have commissioned designs for a bronze black footed ferret statuette and have agreed on selection criteria and mechanics of the award.  We have now collected or have promised about 1/5th of what we need to endow this award in perpetuity.  Please consider making a contribution.

I have enjoyed the opportunity to serve AAWV again and hope that we have been able to improve our organization in ways that help you and encourage you.  Keep your eyes on the prize and your chin high, you are doing some of the most important work on earth.
Sincerely,

David A. Jessup   DVM   MPVM   Dipl. ACZM

President, AAWV

